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PREFACE 
The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) was developed by Thomas L. Saaty in the 
early 1970s in response to military contingency planning, to allocating scarce resources 
in planning, to a need for political participation in negotiated disarmament agreements. 
All rely heavily on measurement and tradeoff of intangibles in a multicriteria process, 
and this is where an essential contribution of the theory lies. 
The AHP has been shown to be a fruitful and varied methodology which has 
provided scientists in many areas with a new way of looking at their old problems. 
The papers in this issue come from a variety of fields: mathematics (matrix theory, 
functional equations, probability theory), marketing, law, public policy, economics, 
medicine, multicriteria decision making, finance, measurement and evaluation, and 
sports; and countries, Canada, China, Indonesia, Iran, Taiwan, The Netherlands, the 
U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. 
We have selected from a large number of papers submitted for refereeing those 
that are the most interesting and varied. This collection was assembled to give a 
rounded view of what the AHP is about and where it can be applied. Our intention 
is to broaden the reader’s perception of the applicability of the theory and show that 
the AHP is more than just another measurement theory. It is a way of thinking! 
R. W. SAATV 
L. G. VARGAS 
